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Warming center 
to close Friday 
morning

The Roseburg Warming Center 

will close one day early, ending 

services after breakfast on Fri-

day morning.

A city of Roseburg release said 

the center, which is housed at 

the Roseburg Senior Center at 

1614 SE Stephens St., will not 

open Friday night as had previ-

ously been planned. Operator 

Kimetha Stallings of Onward 

Roseburg said she needs to pre-

pare to reopen next week when 

temperatures are expected to 

drop again.

Community members who 

want to help in the interim 

can assist with laundry on two 

upcoming afternoons. More 

information: facebook.com/

Warming.Center.Onward.

WINCHESTER

Clothing drive 
at UCC woman’s 
basketball game

Umpqua Community College 

women’s basketball team is 

partnering with Zonta to bring 

clothing and donations to wom-

en during Wednesday’s game.

Zonta is a worldwide organi-

zation celebrating that aims to 

empower women and works 

locally to stop human trafficking 

in addition to assisting women 

as they navigate the steps to 

improve their lives, according 

to Laura Jackson of Zonta. UCC 

will be offering free popcorn to 

anyone who brings a donation 

to the game,

Clothing donations can also be 

dropped off at Cardinal Services 

located at 2375 Stewart Park-

way or at the Roseburg Public 

Library located at 1409 NE Dia-

mond Lake Blvd, until the end 

of the month.

Game admission to see the 

Riverhawks in action is $5 for 

adults and $3 for children 12 and 

under.

ROSEBURG

CHI Mercy Medical 
Center named top 
rural, community 
hospital

CHI Mercy Health was named 

a Top 20 Rural and Community 

Hospital in the country.

“CHI Mercy Health is proud of 

the efforts of our staff, physi-

cians and volunteers who have 

contributed to our hospital 

achieving this designation,” said 

Kelly Morgan, CEO of CHI Mercy 

Medical Center in Roseburg. 

“We are the only rural com-

munity hospital in the Pacific 

Northwest to receive this rec-

ognition and we are grateful for 

our community for trusting us 

with your healthcare needs.”

The National Rural Health As-

sociation announced the 20 high-

est-ranked prospective payment 

system hospitals in the country 

based on an evaluation by the 

Chartis Center for Rural Health. 

The top hospitals will be recog-

nized on May 18 during NRHA’s 

Rural Hospital Innovation Sum-

mit in San Diego, California.

The determining factors for 

the Top 20 Rural and Communi-

ty Hospitals are based on eight 

factors: inpatient market share, 

outpatient market share, qual-

ity, outcomes, patient perspec-

tive, cost, charge and finance.
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Patrick Lewandowski is a volun-

teer on the Roseburg Public Works 

Commission. He was identified 

in Tuesday’s Opinion section as a 

Roseburg public officials, but is not 

an elected official or city staff.

The News-Review attempts to 

quickly and prominently correct 

mistakes that have appeared in the 

paper. Errors may be brought to the 

attention of the news staff by email at 

newsdesk@nrtoday.com

On Tuesday, Douglas County woke  
up to a white Valentine’s Day.
More cold weather is in the forecast for early next week.

Snow falls in downtown Roseburg on 
Tuesday.

Snow covers a statue outside of Roseburg’s 
city hall Tuesday.

Isaiah Talusha, 9, makes snowballs during 
a snowy Tuesday morning in Roseburg.

Snow day

SAM TEMPLE
The News-Review

John Dunn has spent 

the last 40-plus years 

working with, and for, 

Roseburg and Doug-

las County. He served 

as mayor of Roseburg 

from 1981 to 1985 and 

currently serves on the 

board of the Rose-

burg Urban Sanitary 

Authority.

Dunn has been in-

strumental in keeping 

Roseburg’s water clean 

and safe and was rec-

ognized for the work 

by the Special District 

Association of Oregon.

“In the early ‘80s, we 

developed a regional 

sewer authority to take 

water 

treat-

ment 

pressure 

off of 

the city,” 

Dunn 

said. 

“That 

initiative passed with 

61% and stands as one 

of the highlights of my 

career.”

Each year the Special 

Districts Association of 

Oregon honors special 

districts and individu-

als whose accomplish-

ments allow better 

service to the public 

and greatly contribute 

to the success of their 

special district.

“John Dunn has been 

on the Board of RUSA 

since March 1983 but 

I like to tell people 

John has been working 

to ensure that Rose-

burg provided quality 

wastewater treatment 

since before RUSA 

was formed,” said Jim 

Baird, general manger 

for the Roseburg Urban 

Sanitary Authority. 

“John, with the help 

of other community 

members, lead the 

effort to form a region-

al wastewater treat-

ment agency to secure 

the sustained growth 

of Roseburg and the 

surrounding area as 

well as improving the 

environmental quality 

of our community.”

Dunn was awarded 

the outstanding special 

district service award 

for his work with the 

Roseburg Urban Sani-

tary Authorit during an 

annual awards banquet 

on Feb. 11 in Sunriver.

Dunn and his fel-

low board members 

supported the fund-

ing and construction 

of RUSA’s natural 

treatment system, a 

340-acre advanced 

treatment system 

using natural systems 

to polish the treated 

wastewater from the 

regional treatment 

plant. The system is 

internationally award-

ed and recognized for 

the innovative use 

of natural systems to 

provide the highest 

quality water to return 

to the South Umpqua 

River, according to 

Baird.

“You get a little rec-

ognition sometimes, 

but the staff deserves 

all the credit,” said 

Dunn. “I think we are 

one of the best-kept 

secrets in the area.”

Sam Temple is a 

reporter for The News-

Review. He can be 

reached at stemple@

nrtoday.com or 

541-957-4217.

SANNE GODFREY
The News-Review

SUNRIVER — Oregon 

Senator Cedric Hayden, 

a Republican from 

Fall Creek, received 

the Special Districts 

Association of Oregon 

Legislative Leadership 

Award during an annu-

al event on Feb. 11.

“I appreciate the op-

portunity to work with 

our special districts,” 

Hayden said.

Hayden received the 

award for his efforts in 

recognizing the special 

districts in his district. 

Billions of dollars were 

allocated to state, city, 

and county govern-

ments from the feder-

al government while 

special districts received 

nothing. However, cer-

tain Oregon legislators 

stepped forward to help 

the special districts in 

their communities with 

the funds that the State 

of Oregon received from 

the American Rescue 

Plan Act.

Hayden made sure 

the districts in his 

rural area didn’t miss 

out and dedicated 

$800,000 of ARPA 

funds to them, accord-

ing to SDAO. He later 

requested $2 million 

be allocated to assist-

ing special districts in 

his legislative district 

with infrastructure 

projects. In total, the 

senator was able to 

dedicate $2.8 million in 

grant funding to special 

districts 

when 

no other 

fund-

ing was 

made 

available.

“With 

his grants 

we were able to make 

improvements to our 

facilities and pur-

chase new equipment 

to better support our 

operations at the fire 

district,” said Ben Si-

mons of North Douglas 

County Fire & EMS.

North Douglas Coun-

ty Fire & EMS Fire 

Chief Brian Burke Sr. 

said the grants helped 

with the improvements 

to infrastructure and 

added safety measures.

“We were able to 

purchase a side-by-side 

to help us with our res-

cue in the rural area,” 

Burke said.

This funding impact-

ed our rural districts 

and their communi-

ties, many of which 

did not have basic 

necessities to operate 

at an optimal level, 

according to SDAO.

“We received some 

wonderful letters 

from you folks of what 

you’re doing,” Hayden 

said in a recorded mes-

sage to SDAO. “Wheth-

er that’s building show-

ers and parking lots or 

buying vehicles that 

you need — fire engines 

that you need. Our 

communities are very 

appreciative of that, so 

I want to say ‘Thank 

you for serving.’”

SDAO represents over 

920 special districts in 

the state of Oregon as-

sisting them in provid-

ing cost-effective and 

efficient public services 

to the people of Oregon.

Hayden represent-

ed several Douglas 

County areas during 

the pandemic, but with 

new boundaries to the 

Senate Districts he no 

longer has constituents 

in the county as of Jan-

uary 2023.

Sanne Godfrey is the 

news editor for The 

News-Review. She can 

be reached at sgodfrey@

nrtoday.com.

Senator Cedric Hayden receives 
Legislative Leadership Award

Hayden

John Dunn receives award for  
accomplishments in sanitation 

Dunn

Brooklyn Dudley works  
on a snowman during a snowy 
Tuesday morning 
in Roseburg.
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